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Coming Events   
Fri 25th May FOOTY COLOURS DAY— GOLD COIN DONATION 

Fri 25th May Assembly  -  Year 4/5/6 

Thurs 31st May Yr 6 Transition - Bridgetown 

Fri 1st June School Development Day 

Mon 5th June WA Day 

Wed 6th  June Yr 6 Transition - Bridgetown 

Fri 8th June Cross Country  -  Manjimup - Yr 3-6 

Fri 22nd June Lightning Carnival  - Boyup Brook 

Fri 29th June Assembly - LAST DAY OF TERM 
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PrincipalΩs Report 
 
NAPLAN 
It’s NAPLAN week! The students in years 3 and 5 
commenced testing Tuesday, completing the       
language Conventions and Writing test; Wednesday 
the Reading test and Thursday the Numeracy test. 
Whilst NAPLAN is used as an important measure in 
education standards, we don’t want our students to 
feel anxious, stressed or upset when preparing for 
or completing this assessment. Whilst performing 
under pressure builds resiliency, we are very     
mindful to not place too much pressure on these         
students. Please help us to ensure our students are 
well supported and understand that trying their 
hardest is all we ask.  
 
SMS messages for Attendance 
Please be aware that the SMS service we use for 
notifying parents of student absences is not set up 
to be used as a two way communication service. It 
is a computer generated service and as such we do 
not receive notification of SMS messages sent 
throughout the day.  It is best to always contact the 
front office using the landline number to ensure we 
effectively remain in communication with each     
other. We would hate for a student to miss the bus, 
or an activity due to a missed text message! 
 
Quirky Planting Items 
Wednesday 23rd May, students from Years 1-6 are 
going to be learning how to propagate plants with 
Di Whincop and Wendy Trow, who have very gen-
erously volunteered their time to work with our       
students.  Do you have any items at home that your 
child could use as quirky planters? Old gumboots, 
toys, or dolls. Anything that is fun and funky! Please 
send these in with students on Wednesday. The 
plan is to grow these plants and sell them to raise 
money for underprivileged children in Cambodia.  If 
you do not have anything at home, a plain pot will 
be sufficient for now, and we can transfer the plant 
later in the year once it has grown. If your child has 
any favourite clippings they would like to plant 
please feel free to bring them in too. 
 

 

 

These items have been left at 
the school  -  are they yours? 



 

Reagan  - I loved the way everybody participated in all activities. A big thank you to Mrs 

Macknight for organising it. 

Meg SC  - My favourite part was watching the toddlers and babies deciding whether they did or 
did not like the foam and colour as I carried them from station to station.  
 

Tyzak ï Beep went the horn! The colour run started. My favourite station was the commando 
crawl. The whole day was awesome. 
 

Ella - Ding Dong! As we ran to the different stations we all got sprayed with cornflour paint. It was 
so much fun! 
 

Holly R ï When India, Lilli and I were running through the hanging noodles India accidently 
pulled a noodle down so we ran away as fast as we could. 
 

India ï When I crawled through a net I got my head stuck in a hole in the net so I slipped onto my 
back! I laughed because it was really funny. 
 

Lilli ï We did a colour fun run. There were five obstacles. My favourite part was the foam. I nearly 
stepped on Hollyôs head! 
 

William ï My best part was the bubble pit. It was really fun to play in. 
 

Tessa ï I really liked the whole day, especially the foam pit. I would do it again in a heartbeat. 
 

Samuel ï I really liked going around throwing foam on all of the teachers and Mr Bailey. 



 
 
 
 

Wow, what a start to Term 2! The Year 1/2/3 students were quick to get settled after the holiday break and have once again 
started producing some fantastic work.  
As a class we are still learning how to capture our readersô interest using the 7 Steps Writing Process. We have been busy 
learning how to brainstorm all of our ideas before carefully planning how we are going to convince our readers of our opinion.  
One of our topics, Sisters are better than Brothers, created some interesting debates! 
 
ñOuch!ò I face planted on solid brick! Charley helped me up. Charley is so nice and helpful. Sisters are the best! You have to 
agree with me. Brothers are lazy and boring! 

Dylan Taylor, Year 3 
 

My sister is always ready for school. My sistersô bed is always made. Of course sisters are better than brothers. 
Eden Bancroft, Year 1 
 

Another topic, Animals should not be kept in zoos, saw all students agree that animals should be left in the wild. Creative and 
engaging persuasive starts were created by all students.  
 
ñNo! Let me out!ò I barked. These bars are hard, I want to go back to the wild! Iôm sure that you agree that I should go back to 
the wild and not be stuck in a cage! 

Lachlan Stiffle, Year 1 
 

It was a dark and stormy night and I had no cover. I was getting wet from head to toe. I was stuck in a wall of bars. I was really 
sad. I got taken away from my family. I know that animals should not be kept in zoos. Animals should be free.  

Willow Lyon, Year 2 
 

The past few weeks have also seen Miss Meera Shah join our classroom. Miss Shah is studying her Masters of Primary       
Education at Curtin University and has been completing one of her placements here at Balingup P.S. The students have had 
a great time exploring fractions and now money during our Maths lessons with Miss Shah. It has been a pleasure having her 
with us.  

We worked in groups and each wrote one paragraph to 

create a persuasive text before presenting to the whole 

class. 

Topic - Cats are better than Dogs. We certainly didnôt all agree 

with this statement! 

Sport with Miss Shah 



 

 

 

Year 6 Camp 2018  -  Jess Bunter  

Day 2 it was 11 oõclock and we were leaving the Perth Mint to go to the Belltower. When we got there it was a fun. 

We got a group photo just before we got in. We were a bit late sadly, but we did not miss much of the tour.   

We got to ring some small bells. It was fun. We went to the top floor which was so high. Tessa, Mrs Bancroft, Sam 

and I did the sky walk and got some good views.  

At 6:30pm we were off to Sizzler. When we got there Sam, Jack  and I got nuggets and Tessa got steak for dinner. It 

was so delicious. At the sweets bar there was everything you could wish for! We got a little sugar drunk.  Sam and I 

could not stop laughing all the way back to camp. It was so funny.  

On day 4 it was about 6 oõclock at night and we were heading to the Domain Stadium. It was the greatest thing ever. 

So amazing it has so much history. We had a tour with Zac who guided us through the Domain Stadium. We were 

outside the Eagles work out gym when Zac told us someone was here. We all got excited. Zac opened the door. I did 

not see anyone at the time until he came towards us. Mum and Mrs Bancroft got a bit excited while the year 6õs 

stepped back. Tessa and Sam came to me and asked who he was. It was the coach, Adam Simpson. It was so much 

fun. I want to go back again.   

YEAR  SIX  CAMP   -  Sam Wedderburn  

Freo prison - When we got to Fremantle, the prison rang and said we had missed our tour.  Unfortunately, we got caught in the 

traffic. So instead of having lunch after the tour we sat down at the lunch area and ate lunch whilst we waited for the next tour. 

When we started the tour we saw something in the window. After looking at it for a bit I saw a lady in the window. When we 

went in to the chapel we looked at the window where the lady had been but she was gone!  

  

Shipwreck museum - When we walked inside the entrance we saw a cool, old deep sea divers helmet. Then we walked into a 

small room where we started our quiz. There was a painting of three big ships going into harbour with lots of small row boats . 

Just before we left, we saw part of the hull of a ship, the Batavia. It was massive.   

 

SciTech - At SciTech the first thing we did was press a button that told you your emotions. When we had finished playing with 

that, we went into the main area. There was a fake Mars buggy where you could pretend to drive on Mars. There were even fake 

buildings and people on the set.  

Year 6 camp  -  Tessa Boswell 
On the first day back at school Mrs Bancroft, Meghan, Sam, Jack, Jess and I got into the car to go to 
Perth for year 6 camp. On camp we did so many really fun activities and Iôm going to tell you about 
6 of them: the Optus Stadium, AQWA, the Perth Zoo, REMIDA, the Perth Mint and our mini-
golfing adventure. 
 

The Perth Mint  -  On our second day at camp we did three of the things Iôm going to tell you 
about. The first thing we did was go to the Perth Mint. When we got there the receptionist gave us 
four kids all a quiz sheet that we had to fill out during our tour. At the Mint there was a 99.99      
percent pure gold coin that weighed one whole ton! We also watched our tour guide make a gold 
bar right in front of our eyes. 
 

Mini golf  -  We did mini golf on our second day and Jack and I were the only ones who didnôt 
get a hole in one. When we went to get our golf balls and clubs the man there asked if we wanted a 
free slushy. Of course we all said yes but we wondered why he was giving us a free one so we 
asked him and he said it was because heôd put too much in the machine and he needed to get rid of 
some. In all there were 18 different courses. 
 

Optus Stadium  -  On our second day at camp one of the things we did was go on a tour of the 
Optus Stadium. It looked gigantic and our tour guide said that it could hold 70 thousand people if 
need be. It had over 150 toilets, over 100 food & drink stalls and the seats were different colours so 
that on TV it looked like the stadium was full of people. It was also 5 storeys high and was 42      
metres tall. 
 

AQWA  -  On our third day at camp the first thing we did was go to AQWA. AQWA stands 

for Aquarium of Western Australia and it has lots of different marine life exhibits full of sea        

animals and plants but my favourite exhibit by far was this tunnel that had a conveyer belt going 

through it. Above the tunnel and all around was water and in the water were all kinds of sea animals 

like giant stingrays, small sharks, huge fish and small fish. Later on we came back to the tunnel and 

two divers went into the water. One was feeding the sharks and the other was feeding the stingrays. 

REMIDA  -  REMIDA is a recycling place that we went to and made vehicles out recycled 

objects. Sam was the only one who didnôt get his finished and at the very end of our visit I decided 

to put heaps of coloured fabric on mine so that Holly (my little sister) would like it more. 

Perth Zoo  -  On our second last day of camp one of the things we did was go to the Perth Zoo. 

There was probably every kind of animal that you could think of there but my favourites were the 

giraffes, the elephants, the gibbons and the meerkats. After weôd seen about half of the animals we 

came back to our gazebo to eat lunch but our Doritos had been gotten into by the crows and some 

people had left a note saying that they tried to shoo them away but they werenôt sure how many 

they left us. So we chucked them away, ate lunch, then we played chasie. Overall I had a fantastic 

time and I would do it again in a heartbeat.  


