1

‘Musica Viva’ came to us June 28th last
term! We were joined by Greenbushes and
Kirup Primary Schools!
As one of the leading providers of music education in Australia, ‘Musica Viva’ has been proudly
bringing music to schools for more than 40 years,
helping shape the lives of generations of Australian children and reaching close to 300,000 students annually. Dynamic performances by culturally-diverse ensembles are complemented by
comprehensive lesson plans, interactive content,
building the capacity in schools to inspire, teach,
and instil a love of music.

Science Stem Day Thursday Aug. 4
Hockey Coaching starts Monday Aug. 8
School Photo Day Thursday Aug. 18
Artist in Residence Thursday Aug. 18
Book week begins Monday Aug. 22
Science Fair at GPS Friday Aug. 26th
Assembly Friday Aug. 26
Spellademic Thursday Sept. 1
Wednesday Sept. 7th Year 6 Creek Play
EMPS
Minkey Hockey Carnival Monday Sept. 9
Sports Carnival Monday Sept. 19

Balingup Medieval Carnival is on Saturday Aug.
27 this year.
Students will be making shields, parents invited
to come in on Tuesday Aug. 16th. Times to be
sent out.
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Kaya, beautiful Balingup families and welcome back to a
new school term. The Djilba Noongar season has just begun as we saw the start of August and this is a season
promising some very cold (accurate so far!!) and clear (yet
to come!!) days, combining with warmer, windy, rainy days
with the odd sunny day of joy in the mix. It won’t be long
until we see baby fauna appear as we enjoy native flora
bursting to life in bloom and colour.

Carnival parade to the burning of the dragon, the grand
finale of the evening.
We plan to have all of the students shields on display
throughout the day for attendees to view. Later in the
day we will arrange a meeting point and time where present students can collect their shield and join the parade.
ATTENDANCE

As we enter a new wave of Covid we have appreciated families keeping their child/ren at home if they are unwell and
ask that you continue to do so.
Last year I made a quiet call on one of the fabulous at- This time of year typically brings with it many cold viruses
tribute artworks created for us by our local anonymous and illness may lead to students having a significant numartist. The Koolbardi, our school mascot, is also now our ber of days away from school. Due to this, it is even more
icon of resilience.
vital that we ensure our children attend every day of
Each of our attributes underpins eleschool where illness is not a barrier. Please consider the
ments of what it takes to be resilient
following information from the Department of Education.
and the Koolbardi of Resilience is the
ultimate umbrella.
On our staff school development day we
were joined by local resident Gary
Hodge who presented fascinating evidence and strategies regarding resilience and anxiety, and
the common traits of people that had survived the most
horrendous of times, going on to lead fruitful lives. The
two main traits were optimism and altruism, both of which
can be easily connected to our school attributes.
You may have recently seen advertisements about the
community Revive and Thrive weekend events or received
an email from the school. Over the weekend of the 20th
and 21st of August, Balingup has a variety of interesting
events, one being presentations from Gary Hodge about
building resilience in your children. I highly recommend
attending one of these sessions if you are able as small
changes can have big impact for your family life and child/
ren’s development of resilience.
To compliment the building of resilience and/or to help
address any anxiety issues at home you may be interested
in looking at the resources of psychologist Karen Young at
her website www.heysigmund.com I recently purchased
some of Karen’s books for my own children and have found
the stories valuable for discussions around why our brains I cannot complete my communication with you all without
and bodies do what they do in times of stress and ways we acknowledging the total tragedy of losing one of our loved
can work out how to be the boss of our brain and not let and precious students, Billy Bennett. This has been withour worries be the boss of us.
out doubt the most difficult and heartbreaking experiMEDIEVAL CARNIVALE, AUGUST 27
ence our staff and school community have experienced in a
Our amazing gardener Kim has been busy whipping up some long time.
shields for each of our students to decorate with their Our hearts are with each of Billy’’s family. Billy’s mop of
own family coat of arms! This gorgeous idea was crafted blonde curls and joyful energy are sorely missed. To echo
by our clever teachers as we discussed how the students my short address at Billy’s recent funeral, to honour Billy
could be involved in the Medieval Carnivale this year. On and his life, I would like to think we can learn from how
Tuesday, August 16, we will be inviting families to come Billy lived his life; with compassion, kindness, a sense of
in and work with their child/ren to develop a shield that fun, a sense of mischief, and a sparkle in his eyes. I know
reflects their family. You may want to start thinking that Billy’s family would feel immense support through
about, and talking with your child/ren about colours that these devastating times from the amazing efforts of this
resonate with your family and possible icons that could be community. Your compassion and efforts are truly amazing
included in your family coat of arms.
and inspiring.
It would be wonderful for as many students as possible to Have a safe and loving weekend.
be able to walk with their shields as part of the Medieval Nicole Corcoran—Principal
RESILLIENCE FOR OUR STUDENTS AND
COMMUNITY
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CONGRATULATIONS ON COMING
3RD!

BALINGUP CREW!
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Makuru (June-July) The noongar
Season ‘Makuru’ is represented
by the colour blue as it symbolises rain and cold weather. Makuru sees the coldest and wettest
time of the year in the South
West.

Students’ art work depicting Makuru Season
showcased in the entrance to the school!
'Operation Christmas Child is happening

again at Balingup Primary School. Each
classroom has been given a shoe box,
and each child is encouraged to supply
one new item - chosen from the attached
list - to place in the box. The boxes will
be collected at the end of Term III and
sent to children overseas who have never
received a Christmas present before. It's
hard to believe, isn't it, that there are
children all around the world who have
never heard of Christmas, or ever had a
Christmas present. It just shows how fortunate we are to have what we do. Think
of the joy each child will experience
when they open their box and realise
that everything in it is just for them. So
please consider very carefully what you
would like to contribute to make a child's
day. Thank you. Mary Taylor, Chaplain.'
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Enrol your child in VacSwim
swimming lessons during the
October school holidays. It’s a
great school holiday activity
and helps build your child’s
confidence and skills in the
water. Visit the website and
enrol now! https://
www.education.wa.edu.au/
vacswim

Beets, Asparagus and Leek. Iceberg, Cos, Purple oak leaf, Coral
and Buttercrunch lettuce mix! Silver beet, Rainbow silver beet,
Chinese cabbage!

AMAZING ASSORTMENT OF HEALTHY
HOME GROWN VEGETABLES

TO COME: Carrots, Peas, Tomatoes, Corn, Cucumbers, Rasberries, Blueberries, Strawberries, Potatoes, Melons, Pumpkins,
Spring, onions, Red onions and Chives!
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Awesome work kim!
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NAIDOC Celebrations
The wonderful Meeka took our year four to six students on a walk along
the Bibbulmun track, explaining the significance of flora and fauna along
the way for traditional uses and/or connection to dreaming. We were
joined by Chim Shore of the Origins Centre and he invited our students
to take a rest and eat their lunch at the beautiful establishment.
On the return of our Bibbulmun trekkers, Meeka next worked with students from pre primary to year three, building Mia Mia’s with the traditional paper bark as students created traditional camp sites.
We are so lucky to work with Meeka and learn all of the wonderful and
interesting Bibbulmun Wadandi cultural knowledge.
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