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COVID -19 AND SCHOOL UPDATE
Dear Parents and Carers
Understandably the school community has questions regarding Balingup Primary School’s operations during these
unprecedented times. I would like to reassure families that we will provide you with any information regarding
school closure if necessary as soon as any is recieved. At this stage there has been no advice to close schools in
Australia. Personally I feel confident and assured that attending school is safe and maintains a sense of normality for
all throughout the evolution of this situation.
There are several measures in place to protect all students and staff from illness and these strategies have recently
been ramped up around the school. Students are regularly washing their hands under direction, with instruction
about how to wash their hands properly. Hand sanitiser is in each classroom and students are asked to use it each
time deemed appropriate. Door handles are regularly sanitised and additional cleaning products to wipe down desks
have been provided to each classroom. You will also see some signs appear at the school entrances relating to
COVID-19 for any outside or irregular visitors and we hope to set up a hand sanitising station at school entrances for
people to use as they enter the grounds for additional hygiene during this time. As is the usual policy, if your child is
unwell with any type of potentially contagious illness, we request your child is kept at home until well enough to
return.
Families currently choosing to keep their children home from school cannot expect work packages from the school.
In class teaching is our teachers’ core business and it is not their responsibility to provide curriculum for students
that are not attending. However, because Balingup teachers are dedicated and wonderful people, they have put
together lists of apps and activities that you can do at home with your child should you so wish. Simply contact the
office, preferably by email and these lists can be sent to you.
The following information has been taken from the Education Department’s advice to Principals.
How to minimise the spread of COVID-19
 Frequently washing your hands for at least 20 seconds with soap and water, or using an alcohol based
hand gel
 Refraining from touching mouth and nose
 If coughing or sneezing, covering your nose and mouth with a paper tissue or flexed elbow
 Dispose of the tissue immediately after use and perform hand hygiene
 Avoiding close contact with anyone if you, or they, have a cold or flu-like symptoms (maintain a
distance of at least 1 metre).
Who cannot attend school – advice as at 16 March 2020
 The Prime Minister has introduced measures placed on international arrivals into Australia. This means a
mandatory 14 day self-isolation requirement will be placed on all international arrivals into Australia.
 Students or staff who have been tested for COVID-19 should follow the advice of the WA Department of Health
and stay away from school whilst awaiting results.
 Students or staff also need to self-quarantine if they have been informed by public health authorities that they
have been in close contact with a confirmed case of coronavirus. They must isolate themselves for 14 days after
the date of last contact with the confirmed case.
COVID-19 symptoms
People with COVID-19 may experience:
 fever;
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flu-like symptoms such as coughing, sore throat and fatigue; or
shortness of breath.

For the latest health information and health related enquiries please visit WA Department of Health or access the
helpline 1800 020 080.
I am more than happy to answer any further questions you may have and will keep you updated as necessary.

Kind Regards
Nicole Corcoran
Principal
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